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in every way." " I care not for that. I still per-
sist in refusing to have that man near me, and
nothing can change my determination." "Then,"
replied M&iul, "I am compelled to decline the
flattering offer your Majesty has made me."

The reason why the Emperor was so inimical to
Cherabini was that, when Napoleon returned from
the Italian campaign with only the rank of General,
he on one occasion offered a remark not very flat-
tering to the composer; and Cheruhini retorted,
" Hdlez vous, General, de gagner des batailles; c'est
votre metier. Laissez-moi faire le mien, auquel
wus n'entendez rien" For this Cherubim was
never pardoned. M6hul, though he had refused the
Emperor's offer, still remained in favour at Court,
and his pieces were criticised by the Emperor; who
often told M6hul that his compositions were too
German, and not to be compared with those of the
Italian school. " The Germans, in composing, think
too much of science, but are unmindful of that
which touches the heart. This fault is also shared
by the French composers : all their operas want
grace and gaiety." On the appearance of the opera
L'lrato, which is written in the Italian style, Napo-
leon, ignorant as to who the composer was, begged
M^hul to be present. After some demur he con-
sented. The overture was much applauded, and
the Emperor observed to M6hul, "Now, you see,
there is nothing like Italian music." The opera
then proceeded, and was throughout much admired
by the audience ; and when at the end the authors
of the piece were called before the curtain, M6hul,
the composer, and Marsollier, the writer of the
piece, appeared, and were received with boisteroussuperior           Qn the persons of delinquent boys.
